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As someone who knows rst and the great leadership potential of Rotaractors, I always look forward to World 
Rotaract Week, which we are celebrating from 8 to 14 March. Rotaractors are the focus of all three of my 
presidential conferences this year, and I was proud when, two years ago, the Council on Legislation voted to elevate Rotaract 
by including Rotaract clubs as members of Rotary International. Before that, the Council had already made dual membership 
possible, and shortly after, the Board of Directors decided to do away with Rotaract's age limits.
But we are only just embarking on our journey together. Partnering effectively doesn't happen by itself. It requires both sides to 
be open and to understand the value of cross-generational alliances. Louie De Real, a dual member of Rotaract and Rotary, 
explains.
Joint virtual meetings have helped Rotaractors introduce Rotarians to new ideas and tools, pioneering unique ways for clubs to 
collaborate. In the case of pandemic and disaster response, Rotaract clubs used social media to coordinate efforts, drive 
information, and fundraise, while Rotary clubs used their networks and resources to amplify support, provide logistics, and 
bring the goods and services to communities.
Rotaractors' innovative virtual engagement and professional development activities inspired Rotarians to support and follow 
suit. The pandemic made Rotaract clubs realize that we can immediately connect and partner with Rotary clubs through virtual 
platforms. With constant collaboration, we realize that Rotary and Rotaract indeed complement each other — that we are 
part of a single organization with shared goals.
Both sides add value. Rotarians can be mentors and service partners to Rotaractors, while Rotaractors can demonstrate to 
Rotarians that difcult jobs can be simplied and limitations can be surpassed through digital approaches. This synergy 
motivates Rotaractors to become future Rotarians: I joined Rotary because Rotarians gave me memorable membership 
experiences through inspirational moments of collaboration. I needed to be a Rotarian to inspire Rotaractors the same way, 
now and in the future.
That same synergy leads Rotarians to realize that while Rotaractors may have a different culture, we all share a common vision 
of uniting people to take action. Rotaract's unique ways of doing things serve as inspiration for innovation, helping Rotary 
increase its ability to adapt to future challenges. Rotarians and Rotaractors will build the future together, so let's start today.
I see no difference between a Rotary club and a Rotaract club, except perhaps for the average age!
Many Rotarians still view Rotaract as our youth organization, but I see it differently. For me, they are part of us, and they are 
like us. To be successful together, we need to have mutual respect — to see each other as equals. Let's see Rotaractors for who 
they really are: students and young leaders, but also successful managers and entrepreneurs who are capable of planning, 
organizing, and managing a Rotary institute — including breakout sessions in ve languages — as they did in Berlin in 2014.
As we take this journey together, let's remember the strengths of Rotary and Rotaract. And, as Louie says, let's get started right 
away in building the future together. In doing so, we open endless opportunities for our organization.

Rtn.Holger Knaack President 2020-21- Presidential Message – March 2021

Rtn.K.R. Ravindran - Trustee Chair 2020-21 Trustee chair's message – March 2021

One year ago this month, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic. As I write these 
words, the coronavirus continues to wreak havoc: taking lives, choking economies, and changing our societies in 
myriad ways. It has disproportionately hurt the poor and worsened inequalities.  

Even as some countries have done better than others in controlling this deadly disease, the rapid development of 
vaccines is bringing us closer to the end of our strange new reality of social isolation.

This dark chapter in our history is also an opportunity for Rotary, because it reminds us of the impact we can have 
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through The Rotary Foundation if we commit to helping others and live up to our highest ideals. It reminds us of the truly 
international spirit that we must embody to recover from this moment.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, we have witnessed compassion and sacrice, friendship and resilient good humor. I am 
reminded of that famous insight popularized by John F. Kennedy: “When written in Chinese, the word crisis is composed of two 
characters: One represents danger, and one represents opportunity.”

Working together, we have done so much to adapt to the COVID-19 pandemic, to care for our communities, and to seize the 
opportunity to be a part of perhaps the most complex task ever undertaken in history — vaccinating 7 billion people.

This does not mean we will deviate in any way from our avowed commitment to eradicating polio, which remains our highest 
priority and will continue to be our only corporate program.

On the contrary, while continuing polio vaccinations and surveillance, we can apply all our experience in ghting polio to counter 
COVID-19. We all have a part to play in combating the growing force of vaccine resistance and misinformation. Our advocacy 
in our communities will be critical — we need to spread the message about the power of vaccines to save lives. We need to work 
closely with governments and support them in the vaccination drive. We need to add to the more than 3,000 projects already 
registered on Rotary Showcase to raise awareness, deliver critical personal protective equipment, and support frontline health 
workers.

As Aristotle said, human beings are social animals, and while COVID-19 has cruelly deprived us of our natural or habitual 
environment, it does not prevent us from nding connections and helping others in new ways. As you will see in the coming months, 
Rotary members are already nding the means to channel their humanitarian spirit through the Foundation, which is constantly 
adapting to address the world's challenges. Every Rotarian has a role in this effort, and you will nd that however you choose to 
help others and make lasting change, you are not alone.

Club Activities
Community Service –Medical Eye Camp with RC Madhabpur

K.R. Ravindran
Trustee Chair 2020-21

Date: 21st February 2021, Cost : Rs. 33,990, Direct Beneciaries : 287
Our club organized an Eye Camp with our RCC Madhabpur Vivekananda Sarvik Seva Kendra at Chandpasha, P.S. - Raydighi, 
24 PGS (S). Eye testing was done for 287 people of the locality. Spectacles were given to 174 Patients and 51 Patients were 
recommended for Cataract Operation. About 62 Patients were advised medicines for treatment of eye.

Rotary Monthly Theme
March is Water and Sanitation Month

Clean water, sanitation, and hygiene education are basic necessities for a 
healthy environment and a productive life. When people have access to clean 
water and sanitation, waterborne diseases decrease, children stay healthier 
and attend school more regularly, and mothers can spend less time carrying 
water and more time helping their families.

How Rotary makes help happen
Through water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) programs, Rotary's people 
of action mobilize resources, form partnerships, and invest in infrastructure 
and training that yield long-term change.

Rotary clubs partnered with local organizations to install a rainwater 
harvesting and distribution centre for 4,000 people in Madan, India. They 
also delivered training programs for women in the community and students in 
35 schools.



Mosquito nets alongwith new and old clothes distribution was organised by our club in association with RCC Divine 
Destination on 21st February 2021. The venue was at Kakdeep, Akhshyanagar, Jaler Town, south 24 Parganas, West 
Bengal. 2021. 200 mosquito nets were distributed to the underprivileged at a cost of Rs. 23,600/- . The photographs 
of the programme are attached. 

Dilip Loyalka, our Honorary Rotarian, presented a talk on the various facets of the Union Budget 2021. It was a 
physical meeting, attended by many members. The talk was very insightful and Loyalkaji had presented the various 
aspects of the budget in a very simple manner. His talk was appreciated by each and every member present during 
the meeting.

Mosquito net distribution 
Community Service – Non-Medical 

Date: 21st February 2021, Cost: Rs 23,600 

Speaker Meeting -5th February 2021 
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Very warm greetings to my dear fellow 
Rotarians. This bulletin gives you a 
synopsis of the events held in February 
2021. This month is Water and 
Sanitation month. We must initiate some 
project on the theme. 

I wish all the Rotarians, 
their  fami ly a very 
happy and colourful Holi 
/ Doljatra. 

Message from the bulletin 
editor Rtn. Barun Kar 
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Speaker Meeting -12th February 2021 

Dhrub Tara for the month February 2021 

Release of February Bulletin 

This was a regular weekly meeting and we had a 
speaker Shatbhi Basu taking on "Know & Enjoy Your 
Drink". Mrs. Shatbhi is a bartender, beverage 
consultant, author, head of a bartending academy and 
American Whiskey Ambassador for India. 

She spoke on various aspects of liquor and how it is to be 
consumed. It was a very interesting and informative talk. 
There was huge number of questions which she 
answered during the meeting. 

Rtn. Niranjan Thakkar was presented the Dhruv Tara 
Award for the month of January 2021 by President Rtn. 
Ajay Agarwal. 

The February issue of the bulletin for the year 2020-21 
was released during the Rotary Weekly Meeting on 
26th February 2021, over virtual platform Zoom. 

Many Many Happy Returns of the day

Many Many Happy Returns of the day


